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AUTHOR or SERMONS ro ASSES, 
And of Two Sermons for the General Faſt 1781. 


MY LORDS. 

OVV always provide the inferior Clergy, your menial church 
Y ſervants, with a form of prayer, to be uſed on the day of 
national faſting, but you totally negle& to furniſh them with ſer 
mons, ſuitable for ſuch an occaſion. Your remiſineſs in this 
1 is perfectly conſiſtant with the tenour of your con- 

uct: you concur in the appointment of general faſts; but while 

ou wallow in excefs and riot, alas ! you leave your Curates (poor 
fouls,) to experience the practical part of faſting. In this you 
follow the example of your antient friends, the Pharaſees, 
% You bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne and lay them 
on mens ſhoulders, but you will not move them with oneof your 
fingers.” How often my lords, have you ſquandered more money 
at one entertainment, than two or three curates have for the 
fupport of themſelves, and their families for a whole year? 
The reflection would make any perſon bluſh, except a modern 
Biſhop—Y our conſciences are ftupified through voluptouſnels ; 
but the day is nigh at hand, when your titles will not avail, nor 

our lawn ſleeves and mitres protett you, from the righteous 
judgment that will be paſſed on every one. When men will 
not receive à partial ſentence, or be judged according to exter- 
nal ap but where all diſtinctions of character will be 


laid afide, 
+ A FEW EXTRACTS, 
alen from the Rev Ms. Munxazay's firſt ſermon, the general 
77705 1781, text, Eccleſiaſtes, I 1 On land 
_ when thy King is a child, and thy Princes eat in the morning. 
This land in which we live; one would think would have 
no reaſon to be afraid of the firſt part of this heavy woe, in the 
text, — for the ſovereign of the Britiſh Empire, has himſelf a nu. 
merous and beatiful family of children, which in ons ſenſe 
Clears him of the imputation of being a child, With reſpect to 
the latter part of this woe, there may be ſome reaſon to heſitate. 
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The word in the text, which fignifies princes, is not confined 
in its ſignification to princes of the blood royal, but may a'ſo 
de applied to chief men, or the companions of princes—or it may 
be uſed to lignify privy councellors, or miniſters of (tate. Vhen 

rſons of this character mind eating in the morning, more than 
the nece ſſary buſineſs of the commonwezlth, it is truly a woeful 
thing to any nation, 

It appears ſufficiently evident, that Solomon means in this 
place, by eating and drinking in the morning, thole notturnal 
revels, where people fit up till three or four in the morning, 
and go to reſt when they ſhould go to buſineſs, and are not fit 
for employment till the middle of the day. 

The danger that ariſes to a nation, when princes eat in the 
morning is very great ; for when their judgments are blinded and 
their imaginations inflamed, they are ready to purſue thoſe ob- 
jects of deſire, which fancy ſuggeſts, inſtead of thoſe which 
reaſon and judgment would dictate to ſober perſons, and fo 
they either forget national concerns to purſue their own fancy, 
Gr manage all public concerns according to imagination and 
contrary to reaſon and ſound judgment. It is not to be ſuppoſed 
that their lordſhips, who have gone to bed gordzed with high 
ſeaſoned food, and ſtrong drink at four o'clock in the morning, 
can be well qualified to judge of an expreſs from Berlin, Madrid, 
or the Weſt-Indias. For though they may be wiſer than other 
men (which 1s even problematical) yet they are not naturally 
ſtronger, and mult have reſt and ſleep as well as others. And it 
is plain that their wiſdom can be of little ſervice to the nation 
when they are aſleep, It is true, they have ſecretaries that are 
intended to wait upon bulineſs in their ablence;—but, wicked 
fame ſays, that they alſo eat in the morning and ſlecp as long as 
their maſters. 

There 1s another woeful thing happens, when princes and 
privy councellors eat in the morning, and that 1s, it gives the 
world reaſon toinfer, that the ſovereign, though he may be a man 
in point of age, is but a child in conduct, when he employs ſuch 
irregular and ſlothful ſervants, to manage the buſineſs of the em- 
pire; for it ſeldom happens that the firſt and latter part of this 
woe is ſeperated. | 

If Great Britain is at this day an exception, it will be a hap- 
py circumſtance, 

When the king is a child, and princes eat in the morning, it 
is no uncommon thing to ſee thole muddy legiſlators exagerate 
modern ſtatues, and enforce them by the ſevereſt ſanctions, 
which are diametrically oppoſite and contrary to ancient laws, 
and fundamental inſtitutions. Rulers cannot be ſuppoſed well 
qualfhed to make laws for others, when they are under the imme- 
diate influence of intemperance, and their ſenſes and underſt- 
ings annhilated, and in a real delirum; princes and miniſters of 
ſtate, can but ill adviſe for the good of a nation, when they are 
led tottering from the bagnio, to their palaces, and tumble into 
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their couches in a ſtate of inſenſibility; ſuppprted by ſuch totter- 
ing pillars, it is no wonder the ſtate ſtaggers, and the throne ſhakes. 

hen rulers are intoxicated with ideas of power, and have 
their paſſions inflamed with diſſipation, they are ready to ima- 
gine, that the whole community is as fooliſh as themſelves, and 
for that reaſon endeavour to perſuade the people, that it 1s 
faction to oppole their meaſures, and treaſon to maintain their own 
rights. Becauſe people will not miniſter to the gratification of the 
luſt and appetites of thoſe who want to enllave them, they are 
called factious and rebellious. 

The prophet Iſaiah will help us to underſtand what is proper- 
ly rebellion: he ſays, “thy princes are rebellions, and the com- 
% panions of thieves, every one loveth gifts and followeth aſter 
© tewards, they judge not the fatherleſs, neither doth the caule 
© of the widow come before them.” From this it is plain, that 
princes may be rebellious, and that when they are the com- 

amons of thieves, they come under that predicament, joining 
intereſt and partnerſhip with thieves and diſhoneſt perſons, 
Thele are ſuch as take what is not their own, and apply it to 
their own e this is a coaurſe compliment to princes, but 
as it is given by an inſpired prophet, it cannot be taken amiſs. 
It is alſo diſhoneſt to promote, or procure laws that make it le- 
gal, to give them more than the 2 can afford ; this comes 
under the notion of theft, and rebellion, according to the pro- 
phet's idea. 

he princes of Judea, and Iſresl, went partnerſhip with the 
ſovereign in the plunder of the nation, they voted large ſupplies 
to the king, becauſe they knew they ſhould receive a ſhare in 
the revenue, and might promote a law for encreaſing the civil 
liſt, in hopes of ſerving in his majeſty's houſhold ; but this was 
theft and rebellion againſt juſtice and the laws of the land. 

Seeking after gifts, and following after rewards, are joined 
rebellion. this probably refered to a vote of credit, whichthe ad- 
miniſtration of Judea, procured to anſwer the expence of ſecret 
ſervice, without any deſign of doing any thing with it for the 
good of the nation, this 1s joined with theft ind rebellion, 

And indeed, what can be a greater theft than to procure the 
credit of a nation, to raile money for the ſervice thereof, and 
apply it to private purpoſes? Were ſuch a thing done in Britain, 
the whole nation would have reaſon to cry out againſt it. 

Thus it 1s plain, that rebellion 1s not a crime, peculiar to the 
people only, but is ſometimes to be found in the ſprings of go- 
vernment. Some would make us believe that kings — princes 
cannot be guilty of rebellion, but the ſcripture informs us other- 
wiſe. 

As we are certain from the beſt authority, that even princes 
may rebel. The queſtion 1s—Ought they to be puniſhed like other 
rebels, and who can lawfully puniſh them: whether there is 
any differrence between trying kings and princes for rebel- 
lion, and puniſh them without trying them? I ſhall leave to 
the Tories and Caſuiſts, to determine, 
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Did Lis ATV ſmile, 

Liberty in its bright colours ſhone, 

But placemen they ſay 

Have had ſo much ſway, 

That liberty from us is gone. Fol de rol, &c, &e. 


Now liberty's gone 
Oppreſſion will come, 
— many a bad thing will follow; 
We ſhall not have the pleaſure, 
To keep our own treaſure, | | 
While govern'd by heads that's ſo hollow. Fol de &c. 


But let's all agree 

To ſhake off the tree, 

Theſc locuſt's that ſwarm in our land; 
That freedom may ſmile, 

Again in our Iſle, 


And corruption no longer will ſtand, Fol de rol Ge, 


H we cou'd do this, 

It wou'd not be amiſs, a 

But a glorious cauſe wou'd it be; 

For thoſe locuſts in place, 

Wou'd be brought to diſgrace, 

And we ſhould have ſweet liberty, Fol de rol, &c. 


When this ſhould be done, 
Contentment wou'd come. 

*Tis a bleſſing we ever ſhould prize; 
Then ſuch men we will have, 

Who our money won't crave, 


Nor the rights of our freedom deſpiſe, Fol de rol; Ge 


If our ends we do get, 
As L hope we ſhall yet, 
Excuſe him who wrote in this ſtile ; 
For bleſt be the thought, 
Its worth many a groat, 
"To be freed from a cruel Baſtile. Fol der ol, tte, 
Then let's follow the plan, 
v — 
our taxes wiſh to 
Inſtead of on thoſe, * 
Who ſuch good men 
And the nation will then live in peace. Fol de rol, Gr. 


* PAINE, 
++ Repeat the three laſt Lines twice, 
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